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Reclamation at Goldstrike Mine
November  1998

by Doug Jensen

The  Go lds t r i ke  M ine  owned  and  ope ra ted  by  USMX o f  U tah ,  I nc .  (a
subs id ia ry  o f  Dako ta  M ines )  i s  i n  f i na l  c l osu re .  I  f ee l  t ha t  we
have completed the rec l -amat ion of  the pro ject  s i te  in  an
exemplary manner .  Using envi ronmenta l ly  sound pract ices and the
work completed meets or  exceeds regulatory requi rements.

Min ing at  Gol -dst r ike ended in  October  of  1994 and rec lamat ion of
the  p i t s  and  o the r  re la ted  s i t e  a reas  ensued .  Rec lamat ion
con t i nued  th rough  l -995  when  USMX had  f i nanc ia l  d i f f i cu l t i es  and
no  fu r the r  work  was  done  un t i l  t he  summer  o f  1998 .  A t  t ha t  t ime
an agreement  between Dakota and the regulatory agencies a l - lowed
Dakoia to  complete the rec lamat ion wi th  the utah Depar tment  of
O i l ,  Gas  and  M in ing  ac t i ng  as  an  ove rsee r .  Th i s  was  a  p receden t
set t ing event  as Dakota had for fe i ted the rec lamat ion bond to
UDOGM wnicn in  turn ut i l ized Dakota Personnel  a t  the s i te  to
comp le te  the  c losu re .

To ta l  m in ing  d i s tu rbance  a t  t he  Go lds t r i ke  M ine , i nc lud ing  hau l
roads rwas te  dumpsrp rocess  fac i l - i t i es ,  l each  pads rand  assoc ia ted
suppo r t  a reas  cons i s ted  o f  388 .8  ac res .  O f  t h i s  a  t o ta l -  o f  202
acies had been rec la imed before rec lamat ion act iv i t ies were
suspended  i n  1995 .  I n  add i t i on  98 ,500  I i nea r  f ee t  ( 18 .7  m i l es )  o f
explorat ion dr i l l  roads was recontoured and seeded in  the
surrounding explorat , ion d is t r ic t .

Min ing at  Goldst r ike has been staged through a ser ies of  ten
separa te  p i t s .  O f  t hese  10  p i t s ,  one  P i t ,  t he  Go ld town  has  been
comp le te l y  back f i l l ed .  Two  p i t s ,  Ma in  Zone  and  Hassyampa '  a re
nackf i l led wi th  the except ion of  the upper  reaches of  the
h ighwa l l s .  Seven  p i t s ,  Bas in ,  Padre ,  Hamburg ,  Cov ing ton ,  Car ibou ,
Moosehead,  and Beaver ta i l  have the lower reaches backf i l led to
where the p i t  do not  have the capaci ty  to  inpound water .  A l l  p i t
per imeter  roads and d is turbed areas which are not  current ly
occup ied  by  l each  pads  o f  assoc ia ted  p rocess  fac i l i t i es '  we re
rec l l imed at  that  t ime wi th  the except ion of  the h ighwal ls  which
have  been  le f t  i n  P lace .
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By staging the development  of  these p i tsr  w€ were able to
backf i l l  some of  the completed p i ts  wi th  mater ia l  removed f rom
the newer locat ions being mined.  The extended haulage to
accompl ish th is  type of  backf i l l  was adsorbed in  the cost  o f
operat ions dur ing n in ing.  However  not  a l l  areas would accommodate
th i s  app roach  and  th ree  p i t s ,  Moosehead ,  Beave r ta i l ,  and  Padre
were backf i l led wi th  waste mater ia l  which was hauled back f rom
was te  dumps .  A  to ta l  o f  2501000  Cu  Yds  fo r  t he  Padre  P i t ,  and
approx ima le l y  29O,OOO Cu  Yds  fo r  t he  Moosehead  and  Beaver ta i l
comUinea,  were requi red to  complete the f i l l ing of  the inver ted
por t i ons  o f  t hese  p i t s .

Two mi les of  haulage roads at  the s i te  were rec la imed f rom a
v, r id th of  70 feet  to  a maximum of  a  30 foot  width.  This  road a long
wi th a new l /2  mi le  of  connect ing road wi I I  be le f t  as a pr j -mary
access  road  i n to  the  Go lds t r i ke  A rea  fo l l ow ing  the  m ine  c losu re .
This  wi l l  rep lace an o ld road which t raversed up through the east
fork  dra inage.  This  o1d road base was r ipped and seeded dur ing
the  1998  rec lamat ion  e f fo r t .  The  hauLroad  s ide  s lopes  were
regraded,  where poss ib le  whi le  s t i l l  mainta in ing a roadway,  to  a
s lope  o f  2 .521  o r  gen t l e r  and  were  topso i l ed  and  seeded  w i th  a
BLM approved seed mixture.  Approx inate ly  2001000 Cu Yds of
mater ia l  has been moved to complete the regrading of  the haul road
s ide  s l opes .

Work on the leach pads was completed in  L998,  wi th  the r ipp ing
and seeding of  Pad 1 and the res lop ing,  topsoi l ing,  r ipp ing and
seed ing  o f  Pad  2 .  Approx ima te l y  400 ,000  Cu  Yds  o f  ma te r i a l  was
moved  on  Pad  2  to  reach  the  op t imum s lope  o f  2 .52  1  o r  gen t l e r .  A
D9G & a D10G were used to res lope th is  pad as the mater ia l  needed
to be moved qui te  some d is tance to  at ta in  th is  overa l l  s lope.  The
two cats  worked for  52 days to  complete the res lop ing of  Pad 2.
Topsoi l ing of  the pad requi red approx imate ly  60,000 Cu Yds of
ma te r i a l .

S ix  ponds at  the s i te  were backf i l led af ter  the i r  l iners were
ei ther  sa lvaged by the BLM or  fo lded and covered wi th  f i l l
mater i -a I .  AI I  concrete foundat ions at  the s i te  were broken and
pushed  in to  the  ponds  be fo re  back f i l l i ng .  A I I  s t ruc tu res  have
been removed f rom the s i te .  A l l  areas that  had been d is turbed
dur ing the l i fe  of  the pro ject  were recontoured,  where needed,
r ipped and seeded.
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I  An  add i t i ona l  36 ,500  l - i nea r  f ee t  ( 6 .9  m i l es )  o f  exp lo ra t i on  roads
were recontoured and seeded at  the reguest  o f  BLM.

The accompanying photographs are an attempt to show areas both
be fo re  and  a f te r  rec lamat ion .  Some o f  t he  work  comp le ted  i n  1995
show the  success  o f  t he  seed ing  i n  t hose  a reas .  The  pho tos
demonstrate the overa l l  e f fect  that  rec lamat ion can have on areas
impacted by min ing act iv i tY.
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